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Capable 
Confident 
Intelligent 

I discovered how 
much I enjoy 

learning 

I really didn’t think I 
could do it but look, 

I am! ☺ 

I have a better 
sense of self-worth 

I'm not as stupid 
as I once thought 

I didn’t think I 
would be smart 

enough, or know 
how to do anything 
but I am surprising 

myself a lot! 
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How do these preliminary findings reflect your institutional 
context and the experiences of  first-in-family students at 
this university? 

 

What might it be like from the family’s perspective when no-
one has been to university before, and then a close family 
member starts?  
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  Mixed reactions Negative Reactions Positive reactions 

1 : Children 8 1 15 

2 : Father 25 11 54 

3 : Grandfather 2 4 12 

4 : Grandmother 1 4 18 

5 : Mother 36 7 65 

6 : Partner 5 1 15 

7 : Siblings 15 7 32 



• 



• 

• 



• 

• 



• 



� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 







 Who? References in the interviews  
Aunt 6 
Children 17 
Father 69 
Friends 66 
Grandfather 11 
Grandmother 24 
Mother 110 
Partner 76 
Siblings 24 
Uncle 5 
Work colleagues 13 
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How might institutions better engage with the 
families and communities of students 
disengaged from schooling and /or first-in-
family students? 
 
What three things will you take from this 
workshop and put into practice? 






